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Introduction 

“The Lord tells us: ‘The first task in life is this: prayer.’ But not the prayer of words, like a 
parrot; but the prayer of the heart: gazing on the Lord, hearing the Lord, asking the Lord.” 

Pope Francis – daily homily 8th October 2013 

Our Vision 

At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, collective worship is far more than a statutory 
requirement. It is crucial to the spiritual life of the school and to pupils’ moral and spiritual 
development. Collective worship is an important part of a Catholic school’s distinctive ethos. 

Catholic schools in the diocese of Arundel & Brighton are required to produce a bespoke 
written collective worship policy that supports the Catholic ethos of the school and promotes 
the spiritual, moral and cultural development of all pupils/students.   

 

Rationale  
 
Spirituality 
 
Is the essence of being human - to be related to God.  At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary 
School, we recognise that we are created by God, in His image and likeness and 
acknowledge that He is calling us into a relationship with Him through His Son Jesus; 
through the Holy Spirit.  

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life’ said Jesus. It is in following Him that we grow in 
faith, hope and love, which is of crucial importance to our full human growth.  

 

Prayer  

For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward heaven, 
it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy. 

St Thérèse of Lisieux 

Is ‘the raising of the mind and heart to God,’ is crucial and through prayer we will experience 
the importance of the Gospel and the need to live by it, further developing our relationship 
with God. 

Through the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our personal prayer, we will experience the life 
of God dwelling within us and through liturgical prayer we will experience our need to share 
and celebrate together our love of God.  

‘God tirelessly calls each person to this mysterious encounter with Himself. Prayer unfolds 
throughout the whole history of salvation as a reciprocal call between God and man.’ 

Prayer in the Catholic tradition takes place at different times and indeed at any time 
throughout the day; ‘the cycle of the liturgical year and its great feasts are also basic rhythms 
of the Christian's life of prayer.’ 
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Worship 

“You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve”  

Worship is described in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) as ‘the adoration of 
God, the acknowledgement of him as God, as the Creator and Saviour, the Lord and Master 
of everything that exists, as infinite and merciful Love.’ Worship involves prayer and so may 
be either personal or communal.  

Liturgy 

‘Liturgy is not an event that depends on good ideas and great songs. No one makes up or 
invents a liturgy. It is something that grew over millennia of faith.’  

YOUCAT (paragraph 167) 

 

The word Liturgy literally means ‘work of the people’, and within the Catholic Church it is 
used to describe all the public acts of worship that take place, as it draws the people into the 
work of God. Liturgy always includes prayer, reflection, and worship. It involves participation 
through symbol and action. The Eucharistic Liturgy (the Mass) is the summit of all liturgy.  

It is through the liturgy at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School that pupils engage with the 
faith and deepen their relationship with God. Through the liturgy we encounter God and are 
united with our brothers and sisters across the world as the Universal Church. 

Collective Worship at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School 

 

Taking part in daily collective worship in our school helps build community cohesion by 
creating a consistent structure around the core values and symbols of Christianity. Pupil 
participation and engagement in worship are an important part of our distinctive ethos as a 
Catholic school.   

 

Throughout the year, our school community come together to celebrate important events in 
the Church’s calendar, such as Lent and Advent, as well as the start and end of the 
academic year. Through regular prayer and worship, including Mass, the rhythm of the 
Church’s Liturgical year becomes a normal part of our school life and each pupil’s life. 

 

These activities are integral to the Catholic identity and life of the school; and staff and 
governors encourage all pupils from EYFS to Year 6 and those with SEND to take part in 
daily prayer in class or with support as needed. 
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The purpose of collective worship at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School 

 

Collective worship is more than just a legal requirement at our school: it is crucial to the life 

of the school, contributing towards the broader spiritual and educational development of 

pupils. It offers the chance to explore and understand the values at the heart of the school’s 

ethos. From forgiveness and humility, to gratitude and justice, collective worship gives pupils 

a space and time to reflect. 

As a major part of our school’s routine, collective worship provides a shared language of 
values to build a close-knit cohesive community. Whether in times of crisis or celebration, 
the time set aside in the school day for reflection provides everyone with the opportunity to 
gather and support one another as a community. 

 

Aims: 

 To assist parents/carers in the education and religious formation of their child 
 To nurture and celebrate the uniqueness of each individual as a member of God’s 

family 
 To share in the mission of the Church to make Christ know to all 
 To ensure that the Good News of Jesus Christ is at the heart of the experience of every 

member of the school community 
 To encourage sensitivity and promote an appreciation of the wonder and mystery of 

God and His creation 
 To provide an environment where all members of the school community are enabled 

to deepen their relationship with God through a variety of opportunities, including the 
spoken word, mime, music, dance, drama, art, silent reflection etc. 

 To celebrate Mass with the parish family and foster strong links with the wider 
community 

 To enable pupils/students to grow in their knowledge of liturgical understanding and 
celebration 

 To develop an awareness, experience and understanding of the place/role of symbol 
to express feelings and beliefs: e.g. light, water, food, season etc.  

 To reinforce prayers which are part of Catholic tradition 
 To ensure all pupils/students are able to fulfil their God-given talents, to be the best 

they can be and receive every opportunity to thrive and achieve academic excellence 
and personal fulfilment  

 To create a real sense of community among pupils/students, teachers, and all staff 
members  

 To ensure that spirituality is incorporated throughout the school curriculum 
 To prepare all pupils/students for life in modern Britain 
 To celebrate the diverse world we live in 

 

Legal Requirements 

 

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils.  

(This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship 
for all the pupils, or separate acts of worship in school groups). We also acknowledge that 
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collective worship and assembly are distinct activities.  They may sometimes form part of the 
same gathering, but the difference between the two will always be made clear. 

 

The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under current Government regulations 
and will not be considered as part of the RE lesson (for time purposes). 

 

In our voluntary aided Catholic School, responsibility for arranging collective worship rests 
with the Governing Body after consultation with the Head Teacher. 

 

Right of Withdrawal  

State funded schools England and Wales are required by law to take part in an act of 
collective worship on each school day. In Catholic schools this is done in accordance with 
the rites, practices, disciplines and liturgical norms of the Catholic Church. 
Parents/carers of pupils in VA schools and voluntary academies are permitted to request 
that their child is withdrawn from receiving all or part of religious education and/or collective 
worship given at the school and any such request shall stand until such time that the 
parent’s request is withdrawn.  

 

Roles and responsibilities 

Parents/carers 

The Church recognises parents/carers as the first and primary educators of their children 
and that it is their right and responsibility to inform and educate their children. Sacred Heart 
Catholic Primary School tries to assist and support parents/carers in this task and we seek to 
work in close partnership with them.  

The family is the first school of the social virtues that every society needs. It is particularly in 
the Christian family, enriched by the grace and office of the sacrament of matrimony, that 
children should be taught from their early years to have a knowledge of God according to the 
faith received in Baptism, to worship Him, and to love their neighbour.  

Governors 

In Catholic schools, governing bodies are asked to appoint a link governor to ensure that 
spirituality and prayer is nurtured and developed. The link governor is responsible along with 
the Headteacher for monitoring and evaluating the provision of collective worship and its 
efficacy. They are asked to report back to the full governing body and challenge and 
question the school leadership team on the standards of spirituality, prayer and worship.  

Headteacher 

It is the responsibility of the Headteacher to ensure the implementation of the collective 
worship policy and its integration into school life.  The Headteacher and foundation governor 
responsible for collective worship should appoint an appropriately trained leader. The 
Headteacher is responsible for the careful monitoring and evaluation of collective worship 
and resources used.  
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Lead teacher for collective worship  

Along with governors and the Headteacher, the lead teacher for collective worship should 
ensure that the collective worship policy is adhered to, reviewed and updated regularly. The 
lead teacher for collective worship will be responsible for overseeing training and support for 
all teaching staff, liaise with any external visitors and monitor and evaluate any resources 
that will be used to deliver liturgy. 

Teaching staff and other adults 

All our school staff are responsible for nurturing and further developing collective worship in 
the school. Teachers and all staff at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School will: 

 ensure Christian values are held at the core of all learning 
 create positive relationships where a high level of self-esteem is fostered 
 provide a safe, secure and stimulating environment for all 
 have the opportunity to discuss and contribute towards the school’s approach to 

worship 
 keep parents/carers informed of any school or class celebrations, liturgies or Masses 

and invite them to share these when appropriate 
 acknowledge moments of awe and wonder when they occur 

Collective Worship 

 

Collective worship is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into 
a relationship with God, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and witness of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

The Place of Collective Worship in the Life of our School 

 

We endorse the belief that collective worship takes into account the religious and 
educational needs of all who share in it: 

 

 Those who form part of the worshipping community in Church; 
 Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of Church; 
 Those from other Christian traditions, or none; 
 Those from other faith backgrounds. 

 

It will be an educational activity or experience to which all can contribute and from which all 
can gain. 

 

Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement.  It is an integral part of school 
life and central to the Catholic tradition. 
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Principles 

All acts of worship in Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School will: 

 

 Give glory and honour to God; 
 Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of our school and its distinctive Catholic 

character; 
 Enable pupils to develop skills so that they can prepare, organise and lead worship; 
 Give pupils positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and 

family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. 
Celebrations will be appropriate to the age and groupings of the children. 

 

Daily – led 
by class 
teachers 

Mondays – 
led by SLT 

Tuesdays – 
led by class 
teachers 

Wednesdays– 
led by music 
teacher and 
Liturgy Lead 

Thursdays 
–led by SLT 

Fridays - 
led by SLT 

Prayers in 
class : 
morning, 
before 
lunch and 
end of day 

Whole 
school 
worship 
 

Key Stage 
Collective 
Worship 

Singing 
Worship 

Whole 
school 
Gospel 
Worship 
 
 

Collective 
worship / 
celebration 
liturgy or 
class liturgy 

 

Planning, content and celebration 

Collective Worship is planned following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons, 
RED/Come and See, feast days, the curriculum, the relevant Gospel Values and Catholic 
Social Teaching principles and significant dates e.g. CAFOD during Lent. The Parish Priest 
and parents are invited to participate in celebrations. A variety of prayer styles will be used 
appropriate to the age of the children and the occasion. Class liturgies are planned using 
Ten:Ten. Our Prayer Council Leaders play a big part in planning and leading our class 
liturgies (under the guidelines given above) 

 

Collective worship in our school may follow the pattern or variation of the pattern detailed 
below; 

 

Gathering – how we come together, the setting, the environment (quiet / reflective music, 
lighted candles, statues, sign of the cross, sitting in the shape of a cross or heart, turning to 
face the prayer table, focus and examination of conscience etc); 

 

Listen – a reading from the Scriptures (or another suitable source), breaking the word, time 
to reflect on this and prayers to fit into the theme; 
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Respond – a ritual movement that everyone can join that fits with the theme (art, discussion, 
prayer stones, gestures such as shaking hands, holding hands, lighting a candle, prayers, 
responses to prayers, etc). 

 

Go Forth – the sending out from the celebration, giving the children something to hold on to 
from the experience of the liturgy that they can take into their daily lives – eg prayer card, 
use of music, piece of Scripture, quotation from Scripture. 

 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Masses are celebrated on Holy days of Obligation and at frequent intervals throughout the 
year both in school and in the Parish. There are regular School-Parish Masses on Sundays 
and important dates throughout the year. (See attached timetable of events). 

 

The Year 6 Leavers’ Mass is held in the last week of Term 6 in July to which parents and the 
wider community are invited.  This takes place in the school hall. 

 

Sacramental preparation 

  

 First Holy Communion preparation is carried out in our parishes by our parish priest 
and catechists who include school staff and school Governors. 

 

The Learning environment 

 

All children have access to a prayer area and liturgical resources in the classroom. All 
children across the school have access to the prayer tables and the class display will 
reference the Come and See topics or the RED – To Know You More Clearly programme. 
RE displays  

 

In both key stages there are prayer areas available for children to use with adults and Liturgy 
leaders.   

Links to other areas of the whole school curriculum 

 

Links are made between the principles of collective worship and the wider curriculum across 
all key stages. This includes children developing their creativity through the arts and 
understanding our commitment to the wider community through our RE, RSE and learning 
journey topics. 
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Equal opportunities and SEND access 

 

We ensure that all children have equal access to collective worship on a daily basis. We use 
a range of resources that reflect and celebrate the diversity of the children in our school and 
the wider community. We provide opportunities for dealing with religious diversity in Britain 
and our local community. We endeavour to ensure that the celebration of achievements of 
all children happens on an equal basis and they are recognised in our celebration 
assemblies. 

 

Links with parents and carers 

 

School newsletters are sent out to all families on a regular basis, keeping them fully updated 
with the spiritual life of the school.  The Wednesday Word is shared with all families on a 
Wednesday via the website.  

  

Parents and carers are invited to join us for Masses and celebration assemblies. Parent 
evenings and the school’s open door policy allows regular and easy access for parents and 
carers to understand more about their child’s spiritual development. 

 

Links with the wider school community and our local parish community 

 

Regular school and Parish-School Masses allow for all year groups to share worship 
opportunities together. Grandparents and the Parish are invited into school as part of 
Grandparent celebrations. The school has close links with St Mary Star of the Sea with 
reciprocal links on our websites. The school also maintains a noticeboard in the church 
showcasing the latest RE work in the school and / or special events such as the Jubilee Year 
of Hope. The school choir sings at the neighbouring nursing home and the EYFS class make 
cards as part of their RE learning and deliver these to the residents. 

The Headteacher is a member of the Parish Leadership Group and represents St Mary Star 
of the Sea and liaises with the local Deanery Primary Schools. 

Policy Monitoring and Review 

 

At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, it is the overall responsibility of Governors in 
consultation with the Head Teacher, to ensure that the legal requirements are met and 
opportunities for collective worship are being delivered. The Foundation Governors in 
particular will play a most important role. Those responsible will ensure that acts of worship 
are in accordance with the school’s trust deed and consistent with the rites and practices of 
the Catholic Church. 
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This policy is monitored by the Subject Leaders for Religious Education and is evaluated and 
reviewed every two years.  

 

The RE Subject Lead and Worship Lead are responsible for: 

 

Planning, recording monitoring and evaluating 

 Maintaining and developing effective procedures and documentation 
 Observing Acts of Collective Worship and providing feedback 
 Informing the Head Teacher of standards and developments in Collective Worship 

 

Communication 

 Communicating to members of the school community the significant and content of 
Collective Worship 

 Reporting to and consulting with the Governors and Head Teacher regarding matters 
of concern and development 

 Acting as consultants to colleagues 
 Encouraging positive attitudes towards Collective Worship 
 Communicating with parents, Governors and the Parish community 
 Liaison with the Diocesan Education Service at the St Philip Howard Centre 

 

Professional Development/Ongoing information 

 Leading and organising in-service training and ongoing information for Collective 
Worship 

 Attending appropriate in-service courses, reporting back and leading staff training 
 keeping up to date by personal reading 

 

Resources 

 Evaluating existing resources 
 Developing the resources available for Collective Worship including visual aids, 

artefacts, drapes, music, visitors, leaders, new and relevant books and posters etc. 
 

 

Reviewed: September 2026 

Next Review: September 2028 
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Appendix 1: 

The following formal prayers are taught:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers and children are also encouraged to make up their own informal prayers for use at 
these times. 


